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globe for its natural beauty and cultural diversity. The true spirit of Kerala bonds with

the celebrations of Onam. There is no other occasion that draws our people together on President
a single day. It may not physically unite them, but their homes and hearts resound with joy. Shylaja Benjamin
Surely it is reunion.

I ; erala, the southern state of INDIA, is the land of Malayalees, is so famous around the

Vice - President
Sree Kumar P.

In a society like ours, the story of Mahabali and Vamana may have little consequence, but the
celebrations provide us a reason to rejoice and look ahead to the period of plenty. In this time of
communal strife and political mileage making out of people’s misery the enjoyable get together
is a toast to the thoughts of love, sacrifice, oneness and togetherness....in tune with our
tradition of organising memorable and meaningful cultural events.

Though the Malayali Samajam was formed some years ago, the idea of having an Onam
magazine has been in our hearts for some time. With great enthusiasm and excitement, we are
proudly publishing our first attempt, though not the perfect.

We thought the name “Darppanam” is the most appropriate as it means mirror, reflecting our
g p pprop g

image, thoughts and activities. . Secretary Joint - Secretary Treasurer
| Saji Sebastian Zulfikar Ali Raghu Ram

When the question of a cover page for the magazine came about, various ideas were tossed

back and forth and finally we decided to settle for a combination of Kerala, our home land,
Auckland, our new home and New Zealand, our new country. We selected the Kerala saree
with ‘Kasavu’ (golden) border to represent the mirror as the background and the most popular
of the Kerala classical dance forms, kadhakali, at the centre. But any representation of Kerala
will be incomplete without the percussion ensembles like melam, panchavadyam and the
bedecked elephants common to our festivals. What else can we show other than the sky tower
to represent Auckland and our ferns to represent New Zealand as a whole !

Inside we have featured some very popular Malayalees from Kerala, who we all look up to, M_ember Member Member Member
together with our local talents and up coming promises. We hope this will inspire our children Vishnu M. S. Venu Nair Pavithra Nayar Mini Mahanta

to become more productive to our society.
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 2006 - 07

We also take this opportunity to thank all our contributors, the advertisers who made this
magazine possible and the innumerable friends and associates and Auckland Malayali Samajam
officials, who extended their unstinting co-operation.

“You may never know what results come of your action, but if you do nothing there will
be no result” Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948)

Happy Onam to One and All !

Printers : Mercury Printz, 42D, Lambie Drive, Manukau, Auckland.

The Editors, The Printers or The Auckland Malayali Samajam is not responsible for the authenticity of the articles here in.

All views expressed in this magazine are solely of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors or Publishers or ;
Auckland Malayali Samajam. Mini Mahanta, Shylaja Benjamin, Sailaja Varma

@ Copyright reserved Rajeev Varma, Venu Nair, Soby Bernard, Saji Sebastian




A Tribute to Edith Wallace

international peace and security, cooperation between the developed and developing nations and as . sich N
o . ; ; : were wedding snaps, which were arranged by

a factor of stability, especially in the South Pacific region. LA the orphanage and the girls had still kept in

3 touch with her.

India views cooperation with New Zealand as important, not only in a bilateral context but also in

the regional and global levels, whether it be in combating terrorism, securing maritime navigation,

countering threats from non-state actors, and in striving to bring about a more just and equitable

international order, through WTO, the UN and other international organizations.

We brought her home many times in the few
months we knew her and I really cherish the
time she spent with my family, relishing the
simple Malayalee meal I would cook for her.
Always eating with her hand, she said to my
children, who were only seven and ten at the
time, "Call me Valliammachi". This was how
the orphanage girls used to call her.

Onam Message

R | A |

As India’s High Commissioner in New
Zealand, and hailing from the
beautiful state of Kerala, I am
especially privileged to greet all
Malayalees on the occasion of Onam, a
festival so close to the hearts of every
Malayalee. The essential beauty of the
Onam festival lies in its ability to unite
the people, regardless of caste, creed or
religion, to celebrate and strive for a
golden age that is within the reach of

For more than forty-five years, Trichur-which
she knew inside out, was Edith's home. I can
imagine the curiosity she must have aroused
Geetha Nath, New Plymouth among the town folk, this tall well-built Kiwi
lady in a sari- that too in pre-independent India.
Talking about her life in Kerala in those days,

It was a Wlntr}" morlling in Ju[y 1991. We had she pail‘lted a vivid pictufe of some of the

just arrived in New Plymouth a few months customs of Hindu housholds in those days. She
earlier from the Middle East. From sunny, was in her eighties when we met and _used to get
cosmopolitan Abu Dhabi to a small town in rural ml,‘lddled'at e and ask, "]?0 they still have
New Zealand was a huge culture shock and learning | 2Yitham in India?" Once during a meal she
i experience for me. And here I was, waiting for my amazed us by aptly describing the meaning of
the Malayalee society. Avon lady, savouring the panoramic view of snow- 'hot' as 'choodu', 'eruvu' and 'ushnam'.
clad Mt Taranaki from my kitchen window.

Kerala is a model state, not the least, for the great tolerance and goodwill that has sustained its

society through its long history. Having finished with the formalities of ordering the

cosmetics, Ann (the Avon lady) suddenly turned to
me and asked, "Do you speak Malayalam"? [ was

On this truly auspicious occasion, I, along with my family members, join you all in celebrating the stunned to say the least. Maybe she realised I was an
spirit of the festival embodied in the values of generosity, hospitality and goodwill 2% Indian, but how did she know about Kerala or even il
Malayalees? R

She then told me the fascinating story of Edith i
Wallace, a remarkable woman who went to Trichur,

High Commission of India Kerala in the 1940's as a missionary of the Brethren L
180, Molesworth Street Church. She managed an orphanage of the church | '
1l into her seventies, when she took the decision | A —
P. O. Box 4045, i ; . d N
0 i 02 Zealand to come back to New Zealand and live out the rest of \ '
Wellington, New Zealan heryesis \\
Phone - 04 - 473 6390 / 91, Fax - 04 - 499 0665 I immediately wanted to meet this Kiwi-Malayalee

lady and Ann was kind enough to arrange a meeting.
We went to see her in the rest home and the moment
we saw each other, we started to talk in Malayalam.

E-mail hicomind@xtra.co.nz

For Emergency consular service after office hours and on holidays, kindly contact : I hereightiesnow, she still had a spring in her step e
Mr. Sanjeev Prasad — Telephone No. 04-478 3726 / Mobile - 021-2060641 or but now unable to take care of herself, was living in
Mrs Tejinder Chawla — Telephone No. 04-478 0327 the rest home.

Writer, Geetha Nath, with Edith Wallace in 1992

Edith happily showed me the photographs of her
girls in the orphanage at Nellikunnu. Some of them



By Adithya Pradeep

ne day a little sparrow was resting on a tree

by the river. She heard someone crying for

help. She scanned all around. She couldn’t
find anyone around, then she saw an ant who
accidentally fell into the river. The sparrow got an
idea to rescue the ant from the river. She took a leaf
from the tree and threw it into the water. The ant
climbed onto the leaf and escaped. The ant thanked
the sparrow for saving his life and they became
friends.

One day the ant went to visit his uncle who was sick.
The sparrow was waiting for her friend to arrive. She
was sitting, singing on a branch of the tree. The ant
was returning home. Then he saw a man with a gun
in his hand aiming at the sparrow. The ant was
shocked. He thought “how can I save my friend?”.
Then he got an idea. He ran to the man’s leg and
gave a big bite. The man shot the bullet somewhere
else. The sparrow was saved by her best friend. Then
they lived happily every after 3
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Kerala
As | saw it for the first time

Shankar Mahanta

n 1988 May, it so happened that I decided to

travel to Kerala to meet the parents of my bride

to be. I had not been beyond Orissa towards the
southern parts of India before that. I had a terrible
train journey as most of us do in India. After four
days of journey made worse by changing of trains
and reservation problems my train chugged forward
towards Coimbatore the last station of Tamil Nadu
before finally entering Kerala. The day was just
breaking and I decided to have a look outside to
find how it looked like. To my surprise I could see
lots of coconut trees at a distance. Aha, 1 thought
that must signal the nearing of Kerala border. I
travelled through Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu without seeing much trees and forests.
Strangely, the train felt emptier after passengers got
down at Coimbatore. | could see the ticket
collectors were on duty and they were checking our
tickets.

The train moved out of the station and proceeded at
a leisurely pace towards Kerala. Gradually, the
trees started appearing closer to the train and the
landscape became greener. I was told that we were
going parallel to river Bharatapuzha at some point
of time. For the first time I realised that we did not
have beggars in the train. As we stopped at the
stations toward Trivandrum it was evident that
catering was more structured on the railway
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platforms. Mostly, uniformed catering personnel
with name badges were seen. Filth and urine stench
were conspicuously absent at the platforms which
was in contrast to railway stations I had been to in
other states of India before this.

At about lpm the train pulled into Trivandrum
station. I could locate my old friend Shyam Kumar
and Mini waiting for me on the platform. I was a
very relived man because I was not sure if my
telegram reached them. I was immediately taken to
an auto-rickshaw on my way to a lodge. On the
way I noticed that Trivandrum did not have cycle
rickshaws and was informed that Kerala did not
have them at all. I grew up accustomed to seeing
cycle rickshaws in almost all the Indian cities I had
been to. As I was getting down I noticed that they
had fare meter running on the auto-rickshaws, and
my friend paid exactly the fare which was
displayed, no arguments at all. I got in to the lodge
and | was surprised to know that their rate was
Rs16.00 only per day. It did make me a bit
suspicious so | proceeded with caution towards my
room. The room however turned out to be clean
with an attached bath and toilet. After a nice
shower I was on my way with my friend for a late
lunch.

I was surprised to find the usual large heaps of
rubbish missing at the main intersections of the city
streets as was the case with most of the cities which
I had been to in India with the exception of New
Delhi most probably. I was shown into a cabin at
the eating place. The place was Spartan but clean
and the first thing which came along with the
waiter was water. The water appeared coloured and
warm. Shyam explained that it was actually boiled
water with herbal digestive additives. I was very
impressed at the concept of providing boiled water.
It was a sure way of eliminating most of the water
borne diseases. It seems all eating places in Kerala
follow this rule of boiling water.

Next day 1 proceeded to Quilon to meet younger
sister of my mother in law and her family. We had
to use a transport bus. It was quiet strange to sit in a
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SOUTH INDIAN
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PH/FAX 09 - 378 2122
31 Ponsonby Road, Ponsonby
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AUCKLAND
* Kerala Chief Minister, Shri V. S. Achuthanandan for his message and T E R N AT I o N A L
Onam wishes I N

* His Worship the Mayor, Mr Dick Hubbard, ONZM, JP for being our Guest

of Honour for the Onam programme C o L L E G E

* Dr. Bill Cooke, for launching the Magazine “Darppanam”
* Shri K. P. Ernest, High Commissioner of India, for his valuable time and

Painyay to ineg orld

)

7he Executive Committee and the Lditovial Team
thank

AES SO [y

Onam WI.SheS ] . . AIC gives your child the opportunity to study the renowned International Baccalaureate
* All contributors, advertisers, sponsors and well-wishers for their generous Diploma Programme. With 31| students of a graduating class of 50 gaining conditional
support acceptances to universities ranked in the top 50 worldwide, Auckland International
* All other persons and organisations who have in one way or other College is offering students a truly leading education.

contributed towards the success of this issue Graduates from AIC have received offers from such prestigious tertiary institutions as:
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge University, Princeton University,

v I stafqu_Mercury Prlntz or thel-r Wonderfu] et Imperial College, London School of Economics and Political Science, University College
* The organising committee and participants of the Onam cultural London, McGill University, and University of Melbourne.

programme and “sadya” , : ;
; For more information about the college, please contact:

AIC, 85 Airedale Street, Auckland 1010, New Zealand
= Ph: (09) 309 4480 Fax: (09) 309 4484
Culendnv of £vents j Email: admissions@aic.ac.nz Website: www.aic.ac.nz

. KERALA PIRAVI
Te Atatu Peninsula Community Centre, 595 Te Atatu Road, Te Atatu
Peninsula

Date — 04 November, 2006

. CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Auckland Baptist Tabernacle, 429 Queen Street, Auckland Central.
Date — 02 December, 2006

. SANGEETHA SANDHYA
Auckland Girls Grammar School, 16 Howe Street, Newton
Date — 10 February, 2007

. EASTER-VISHU CELEBRATIONS
Mt. Eden War Memorial Hall, 489 Dominion Road, Mt.Eden
Date — 21 April, 2007

Venue and programmes may change as per executive committee’s decision

Auckland Malayali Samajam Inc., TR o
P. O. Box 109339, New Market, Auckland. ST X Clirey P han Varma on his graduation
www.nzmalayalee.co.nz — endiGum udel it inefilft cepthnce toflipjversity
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AUCKLAND MALAYALI SAMAIAM

nce upon a time a group of people from
Oa lush and green part of the world

called ‘Keralam’ migrated to a beautiful
island called ‘New Zealand’. They found plenty
of jobs to sustain themselves & comfortable
houses to live in. But they didn’t live happily
there after. They missed the melodious songs,
colourful dances and the friendship of fellow
Malayalees that only their old homeland could
offer. So they got together and formed a little
bastion of ‘God’s own Country’ in Godzone.

Almost as old as the New Zealand Malayali
community itself, the “Malayali Samajam’ has
provided a slice of Kerala life deep in the heart
of the far-flung Antipodes. For the old timers it
has provided a welcome opportunity to re-
connect to their roots and for the young ones it
has instilled a sense of community & pride. The
genesis of the “Samajam”™ occurred in the mid
‘90s as the fledgling Malayali community, still
fresh from their ancient homeland struggled to
eke out a place for itself in the ‘City of Sails’.
Several prominent families, dismayed that the
traditional Kerala festivities were being missed
by the youngsters in their new homeland
organised annual get-togethers to commemorate
the native celebrations of Kerala.

These first gatherings were low-key affairs
staged in small community halls attended
initially by the pioneering Malayali families of
Auckland. Although small and humble in the
beginning, the role that these get-togethers
played in the establishment of a strong
community feeling amongst the Malayalis of
Auckland is incalculable. But all through the
late 1990s the malayali community continued to
increase exponentially. The festivals became
more large-scale affairs as new arrivals eager to
touch base with their fellow Malayalis
enthusiastically flocked to the gatherings.

By the end of the decade, the Malayali
community had reached such large numbers it

was increasingly felt necessary that a more
formal Community Organization should replace
the informal gatherings that had served as the
focus for the community. To further this end, the
inaugural Malayali Samajam Committee was
formed in October 1999 by elections held in Pt
Chevalier Community Hall. The first executive
committee included well established Malayalis
such as Mr Prabhakaran Chullian , Mrs Shylaja
Benjamin, Mr James Manikkath et al.

From its origins as an informal community
gathering to its current status as one of
Auckland’s fastest growing communities, the
Samajam has done much to advance the
aspirations of Kiwi Malayalis. It has
championed  Kerala  culture, organising
Malayalam classes for those who seek to learn
their ancestral tongue, particularly the children.
The Samajam has also shown its ties with other
Desi Organisations participating regularly in
Indian Independence &  Republic  Day
celebrations and recently affiliating with the
Central Indian Association of New Zealand.

As of late the old guard that led the community
through its early years has stepped aside to give
way to new blood. The community’s wealth of
talent and resources has been subsequently
augmented and has reflected itself in the quality
of cultural performances and other facets of
community involvement. As a mark of its
advancement, the Onam feast prepared by the
Lady members and brought to the hall in ice
cream containers during the early days of the
community celebrations is now replaced by
sumptuous feast prepared by professional
caterers.

Although the Samajam is a young organization,
its resilience has proved that it will continue to
uphold the interests of the present and future
Malayalees in New Zealand

Hemanth

FROM THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER .

Sri Kadakath Pathrose Ernest ,

current Indian High commissioner in New
Zealand, is a Malayali and belongs to the
1975 batch of the Indian Foreign Service.
Before taking this diplomatic mission, he has
been serving as an additional secretary in the
Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi.
During his career, he has lead indian
missions in various countries including
Chilie and Romania.

Here are his comments on INDIAN Mission
in New Zealand and Onam message,
exculsively to our community members.

ndian Embassies and High Commissions abroad

fulfill both a symbolic and a substantive role. In

general terms, the High Commission has, as its
main objectives, the building of goodwill for India,
the strengthening of friendly bilateral links, the
promotion of mutual understanding on issues of
bilateral and multilateral concern and interest, and
expansion of bilateral cooperation in as many areas as
are mutually beneficial. More specifically, the High
Commission sets for itself, tasks to be accomplished,
from time to tome, by way of promotion of bilateral
trade and commerce, bringing about productive
contacts between the entrepreneurial and business
leaders of the two countries to generate investment,
technology exchanges and joint ventures; promote
cultural exchanges and facilitate tourism and
exchanges in the field of education, sports and the
media. The High Commission also seeks to project
India and India’s worldview and perspective, to elicit
a positive understanding and a genuine appreciation
of India as a nation.

The Indian community in New Zealand is important
in enhancing bilateral cooperation and strengthening
all-round links between India and New Zealand. The
High Commission pays special attention to promote
and nurture the cultural bonds of the Indian
community. It is also the High Commission’s
privilege and duty to render the requisite consular
and passport services to the community members
efficiently, promptly and empathetically.

New Zealand is in several ways a unique country. Its spectacular landscapes and seascapes, its
magnificent geographical isolation, its rich and exotic flora and fauna and above all, its increasingly
multicultural society, imbued with a great civic sense of justice, fair play and dignity and freedom of
the individual, make New Zealand a cherished destination for immigrants and tourists. New
Zealand has played an effective and independent role in world affairs, in the promotion of






